to the "Federals" about it.  Keene explained at hearing that
there was a "big risk" of electrial shock and electrocution
to operate the miner with a "bridged-out" cable.

Keene's testimony was corroborated in essential respects
by three other miners. Michael Sayers worked the day shift
operating the shuttle car. He observed that during the first
two months of 1986 the continuous miner broke down almost
daily because of the cable. According to Sayers if the cable
could not be fixed either Bobby Keene or Jerry Looney would
"bridge it out."  He had heard both Looney and Nichols tell
Keene to "bridge-out" the system.  He also heard Keene
complain while on the mantrip into the mine that he was tired
of "bridging-out" the cables and that he was afraid somebody
was going to get hurt or killed.  According to Sayers, Looney
only replied that "we've got to run coal somehow, someway".
On February 13, Sayers heard Keene say that he had been fired
for "bridging" the cable and Superintendant Monroe responded
that "well something has got to give around here".  According
to Sayers both Looney'and Nichols continued to "bridge-out"
the miner after Keene left the mine.

Ma they was day shift miner operator at the No. 4 mine.
He too had heard Keene complain about "bridging-out" the
cables and specifically heard him say that if the practice
was not stopped "someone is going to get killed."  According
to Matney it was standard practice to "bridge-out" the cable
if it could not be fixed within a few minutes.  During the
.day shift on February 13, 1986 Matney heard Looney tell Keene
to either "bridge-out" the cable or get his bucket and walk.
Keene left the mine and only a few minutes later they were
again running coal.  Nichols and Looney continued to
"bridge-out" the equipment.

Jimmy Sexton was hired on February 17, 1986 as a shuttle
car operator.  He observed that when the continuous miner
broke down it was standard practice at the mine for Looney or
Nichols to "bridge-it-out."

Keene's testimony is further corroborated by Looney
himself. Looney acknowledged that he said to Keene "let's
bridge it out" just before telling Keene that if he did not
like the way the mine was operated he could leave.  Looney
also acknowledged that he was not then a certified electrician
and that he knew that "bridging-out" the miner could result in
fatal electrial shock.

Of the remaining witnesses testifying on behalf of the
Respondent only George Lester was present during this
exchange between Keene and Looney.  It' is apparent however

404eportedly told Nichols that he was going to talk
